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St. Mary’s Church of England Primary School High Crompton 

 Policy For Delayed Admission To Reception Year Group 
 

Introduction 

The School Admissions Code requires that admission authorities consider requests from parents 

for delayed admissions. Delayed Admission is where a child is educated outside their normal age 

group.  ‘Summer Born’ children (those born between 1 April and 31 August) may, in exceptional 

circumstances, be allowed to delay school entry.  This would mean that a child starts school in 

the Reception Class when they are 5 years old rather than 4 years of age. 

 

Parents should bear in mind that where a pupil is educated outside their normal age group, 

throughout the primary school phase, parents will need to request admission outside of the 

normal age group when they transfer to secondary school. 
 

Admissions to an Aided school are the responsibility of the Governing Body, in agreement with 

the Diocesan Board of Education and the Local Authority. At St Mary’s School the responsibility 

for admissions is delegated to the Governing Body Admissions Committee. 
 

 

Process for consideration of parental requests for Summer Born Children to be admitted to 

Reception Class a year later than their chronological age group  
 

Any parent wishing to delay the admission of their child to the Reception Class at St Mary’s 

School must contact the Headteacher in the first instance, to discuss their request.  This is 

only available for summer born children (born between 1 April – 31 August). 
 

 

If, after discussion with the Headteacher, parents still wish to pursue delayed admission, they 

will be asked to submit a formal written request to the Governing Body Admissions Committee, 

together with supporting evidence.  This must include:  

 Basic information about the child (name, address, date of birth) 

 Clear reasons for the request, with supporting evidence  

 Assessments provided by the Pre-School Provider or Health Visitor from issues raised at 

the 2 year old check 

 

Evidence to include where applicable: 

 Health/Medical  information 

 Information from the child’s current nursery or pre-school 

 Early Years reports and assessments 

 Existing professional reports and assessments e.g. Educational Psychology report from 

Local Authority 
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Parents will be informed of the date that the Governing Body Admissions Committee will meet 

to discuss a request. The decision of the Governing Body Admissions Committee will be provided 

to the parents, in writing, acting in the best interest of the child at all times.   
 

Parents must note that this process is only to seek permission to apply for a school place 

for their child to be educated outside their normal age group.  It will not result in an 

offer of a school place.  Parents must still submit an application to their Local Authority 

and complete our Supplementary Information form at the appropriate time.  In the event 

that there are more applications than places available the oversubscription criteria will be 

applied to all applications and they will be ranked accordingly.  The offer of a school place 

will be based on the outcome of the ranking process alone. At no time will parents be able 

to hold an offer for their child in two year groups. 
 

 

Parental Appeals and Complaints 

Parents do not have, in this instance, a right to appeal if they have  been offered a place in the 

school but it is not in the year group they would like. However, parents may make a complaint 

about an admissions authority decision not to admit their child outside their normal age group. 

The school’s complaints procedure can be found on the school website or obtained from the 

Headteacher. 

 

 
 

 


