
  

Bar Charts 

For each of the questions, explain how you find 
the answer. Discuss your ideas with a partner. 
Where possible, find different ways of working 
out the answer. 

1. What is the most and least favourite colour?  

2. How many more children chose yellow as   
    favourite over those choosing blue?  

3. How many children chose the primary colours blue, red or yellow? 
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Mariam collects some data about the favourite colour of children in her class. She 
draws the following bar chart:  

The tallest bar is the favourite colour (red) and 
the smallest bar is the least favourite (pink). 

4 – yellow is 9 and blue is 5, 9 – 5 = 4; look 
across from the top of the yellow and blue bar 
and the difference is 4  

25 – add the 3 bars (11 + 9 + 5), noting the red and yellow 
bars are one either side of 10 so can easily be added to 20. 
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Pictograms 
Mohammed collects some data about fruit children have eaten, and completes this 
pictogram.  Fruit We Have Eaten 1 fruit = 4 children 

For each of the questions, explain 
how you find the answer. Discuss 
your ideas with a partner. Where 
possible, find different ways of 
working out the answer. 

banana 

apple 

pear 

strawberry 

pineapple 

1. What is the most and least commonly eaten fruit?  
The longest set is the most common (apple) and the shortest set is 
the least common (pineapple). 

2. How many more children ate bananas than ate strawberries?  
12 – bananas are 25 and strawberries are 13, 25 – 13 = 12; match the 13 and you 
are left with 12 bananas. 

3. How many children were asked about the fruit they have eaten? 
In this case, adding totals for each fruit will not give the total because some 
children may have eaten more than one type of fruit. As 27 children have eaten 
an apple, that is the smallest possible total. Adding all would given the 
maximum total (91). 

Match! 12 bananas 
left! 



  

Tables 
Ruby collects the eye colour, hair colour and hand span of six children in 
her class. She uses the following table for the results.  

Name Eye Colour Hair Colour Handspan 

Gemma blue fair 12cm 

Hamed brown black 11cm 

Olivia green blonde 12cm 

Neville green fair 10cm 

Shi brown brown 12cm 

Morgan brown black 11cm 

For each of the questions, explain 
how you find the answer. Discuss 
your ideas with a partner. Where 
possible, find different ways of 
working out the answer. 

1. How many children have fair or brown hair? 

2. What is the smallest handspan?  

3. Who has the same eye colour, hair colour and handspan? 

3 – look down the column under hair colour for fair or brown 

10cm – look down the column for the smallest measure 

Hamed and Morgan – look down the eye colour column for the same colour 
and see if the handspan matches as well. 2 green eyes but different hair colour 
and handspan, 3 brown eye colours – 2 have black hair and 11cm handspan. 




