
Science and Looking after Pets

Happy or Unhappy?
You need to give your pet the things they need, to keep them happy. Scientists 
have watched animals carefully so they know what they like and need. All 
animals need food, water, shelter and exercise. A pet also likes your love and 
often enjoys playing with toys. Your pet will be unhappy if you don’t give it 
the things that it needs.

Healthy or Sick?
By looking at what is in our pets’ food and at animals after they eat their 
foods, scientists can tell what food makes our pets healthy and sick. Scientists 
also look at what insects and other animals can do to our pets. That’s how 
they know which animals or insects will help and harm our pets.



Looking after My Pet
Colour the pet you would like to look after.

Draw or write what will make your pet...

Does science help us to find out what will make our pets healthy or sick? 

Yes/No

Does science help us to find out what will make our pets happy or unhappy? 

Yes/No

happy and healthy unhappy and sick



Science and Looking after Pets

You need to give your pet the things they need, to keep them happy. Scientists 
have watched animals carefully so they know what they like and need. All 
animals need food, water, shelter and exercise. A pet also likes your love and 
often enjoys playing with toys. Your pet will be unhappy if you don’t give it 
the things that it needs.

Scientists have looked at what foods animals eat in the wild. They have 
watched them to see how much they eat as well. Scientists have used this 
knowledge to find out what our pets should eat and how much food we 
should give them.

Can you think of some foods that might make our pets sick? Dogs and cats 
shouldn’t each chocolate, onions, tomatoes or grapes. But how do we know 
that these foods are bad for them? Scientists have looked carefully at what 
is in these foods and what animals do after they eat them. This helps them 
to make medicines for our pets and know what to do if they eat the wrong 
foods.

Some insects and animals can hurt our pets. Can you think of some that 
might harm a dog? Fleas and ticks can make a dog sick. To protect them, 
scientists make medicine that can stop or kill these insects.

A vet is a scientist. They use medicines which have been created using scientific 
research and also machines that have been made by the help of science too.

So, science can help us to look after our pets!



Colour the pet you would like to look after.

My pet will need... 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Does science help us to find out what will make our pets healthy or sick? 

Yes/No

Does science help us to find out will make our pet happy or unhappy? 

Yes/No

How will science help you take care of your pets?

Looking after My Pet

food health

How do we know how much food your 
pet needs?

How do we know which animals or 
plants will make your pet sick?

How do we know which foods are good or 
bad for your pet?

How is science used to make your pet  
better if they are sick?



Science and Looking after Pets

Did you know that science can help us to look after our pets? You need to give 
your pet the things they need, to keep them happy. Scientists have watched 
animals carefully so they know what they like and need. All animals need 
food, water, shelter and exercise. A pet also likes your love and often enjoys 
playing with toys. Your pet will be unhappy if you don’t give it the things 
that it needs.

Scientists have looked at what foods animals like to eat in the wild. They 
have watched them and taken measurements to see how much they eat. 
Scientists have used this knowledge to find out what our pets should eat and 
how much food we should give them.

Can you think of some foods that might make our pets sick? Dogs and cats 
shouldn’t each chocolate, onions, tomatoes or grapes. But how do we know 
that these foods are bad for them? Scientists have looked carefully at what 
is in these foods and how animals react after they eat them. This helps them 
to make medicines for our pets and know what to do if they eat the wrong 
foods.

Some insects and animals can hurt our pets. Can you think of some that 
might harm a dog? Fleas and ticks can make a dog sick. To protect them, 
scientists make medicine that can stop or kill these insects. Some animals 
like to be around each other and can help each other. Scientists have studied 
animals living together and others living apart, to see how they behave.

A vet is a scientist. They use medicines which have been created using scientific 
research and also machines that have been made by the help of science too. 
Some of the equipment they use, are thermometers, x-rays and ultrasound 
machines.

So, science can help us to look after our pets! Scientists are constantly doing 
more research into our pets. They are finding out amazing things about how 
their brains work and the best ways to look after them.



Science and Looking after My Pet
Colour the pet you want to look after.

My pet will need... 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Does science help us understand what food our pets need?   Yes/No

 
How do you know how much food your pet needs?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you know which foods are good or bad for your pet?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Which foods are good and bad for your pet?

 

Does science help us to understand what will make our pets healthy or sick?   Yes/No
 
How do we know which animals or plants can make our pets sick?
____________________________________________________________________________________
How is science used by a vet to make our pets better if they are sick?
____________________________________________________________________________________

Good Foods Bad Foods


