The Call
By Charlotte Mew

From our low seat beside the fire

Where we have dozed and dreamed and watched the glow
Or raked the ashes, stopping so

We scarcely saw the sun or rain

Above, or looked much higher

Than this same quiet red or burned-out fire.

To-night we heard a call,

A rattle on the window-pane,

A voice on the sharp air,

And felt a breath stirring our hair,

A flame within us: Something swift and tall
Swept in and out and that was all.

Was it a bright or a dark angel? Who can know?
It left no mark upon the snow,

But suddenly it snapped the chain

Unbarred, flung wide the door

Which will not shut again;

And so we cannot sit here any more.

We must arise and go:

The world is cold without

And dark and hedged about

With mystery and enmity and doubt,

But we must go

Though yet we do not know

Who called, or what marks we shall leave upon the snow.



Charlotte Mew (1869-1928)

Charlotte Mew was born in London in 1869 into a family of seven children. Her life was one of great
sorrow. While she was still a child, three of her brothers died. That left only Charlotte and her sister
Anne, both of whom, because of the history of illness in their family, decided never to marry so they
wouldn't pass the traits on to their children. The traumatic issues Mew grappled with during her
childhood—death, illness, loneliness, and disillusionment—became themes in her poetry and stories.

Questions:

1) What must the weather be like and how do you know? Give your answer and provide evidence
from lines in the poem.

2) In which room of the house does the poem start out?

3) Read verse 2. How does the poet create a feeling of tension / eeriness in this verse? Refer to lines in
the verse to help your answer.

4) Which line in verse 3 suggests that “The Call’ might be a ghost?
5) What happened to the door?

6) What do the people do at the end of the poem?

7) True or false? The people knew who it was had called.

8) Personification is when an object is made to look like or act like a person or take on the
characteristics of a human. What examples of this can you find in the poem?

9) What do you think happens at the end of the poem? Explain fully and also what you think happens
next.

10) This poem falls into a few categories: it tells a short story, so it is ‘narrative’. It also uses
metaphors and personification. Do any parts rhyme? Is there a pattern? Study each verse and list any
words that rhyme and any pattern.



