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Newsletter November 2020

“Love one another as Jesus loved us” (John 13 v 34-35)
Jesus said, Love one another as I have loved you.
Through God’s love and our Christian Values we encourage each individual to love, respect and value
themselves and others.
We encourage and nurture the growth of every individual and their uniqueness so that all flourish and
become all that they can be and all that God made them to be.

Dear Parents, Children & Friends,
COVID UPDATE
I hope that you and your families are all safe and well. We know that some families have had a difficult time
with illness and bereavements, and we continue to keep you all in our thoughts and prayers.
As expected, the start to this half term has not been without challenge. Last week saw the return of our
Year 6 pupils. We were delighted to welcome back our oldest children, who returned to school positively.
They were really excited to continue their learning and see their friends and staff once again.
We are doing everything we can to reduce the risks of Covid-19 to pupils, their families and staff.
Unfortunately, whilst the virus is so prevalent in the local community, we are likely to continue to experience
disruption. We continue to work closely with Public Health and are advised by them every time we have a
case to deal with. The precautions we have taken with our daily arrangements mean that school is as safe for
our young people as it possibly can be, and we aim to keep it that way until this pandemic is finally over.
I would like to remind all families of the importance of keeping children off school if they have symptoms or
have been in close contact with somebody who has had symptoms. It is so important that children do NOT
come into school if that is the case, because it puts children, families and our staff at unnecessary risk. The
priority for everyone has to be to continue to do what is right, following national guidance, however
challenging. Whilst this goes against everything we usually say in relation to attendance, if your son/daughter
is generally feeling unwell, but they aren’t necessarily displaying Covid-19 symptoms, it may be best to keep
them off for a day as a precaution. This will ensure that any general illness symptoms don’t transform into
Covid-19 symptoms the following day.
School continues to implement significant measures in school to keep our school and wider community safe,
please read and follow the reminders below:
•
•
•

We continue to ask that only one parent / carer drop off and collect their children.
Please do not ask older siblings from Crompton House (or other schools) to meet you on our school
grounds.
We are trying to open the school doors very promptly to avoid any congregation on the school
playground, please do not arrive earlier than the staggered start / finish and please keep your
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child with their adult at all times. Please do not allow your child to play games, whilst waiting to
come inside school or leaving at the end of the school day.
Please keep your distance and promptly drop off and collect your child from the school premises.

HOME LEARNING:
Should your family need to self–isolate for COVID-19 related reasons, home learning will be sent to you
directly either in hard copies or via e-mail. All work should be completed and returned to school via e-mail or
on return.
If a class bubble is requested to self-isolate then work will be on the class page on the school website. All
parents should ensure work is completed and returned to the class teacher for feedback via Tapestry –
Reception Class and via SEESAW – Year 1 – 6.
Of course, there is always the joy and pleasure that reading can give. This is a crucial and fundamental
aspect of pupils’ learning and opens doors to all other areas of knowledge.
CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS FOR 2020 DUE TO COVID 19
We appreciate that Christmas is such a special time and it is the little bit of happiness, hope and
excitement we are excited about and looking forward to, at a time of continuing challenge. At
St Mary’s, we will continue to make sure that Christmas festivities are celebrated as fully as we
can; however Christmas arrangements / events will most definitely need to look different this
year, due to COVID measures in place. We are committed to making sure that we will do
everything we can to create a memorable occasion, within the constraints of what we can and
cannot do.
Here are the plans so far, but please be aware these are subject to change.
Christmas Cards
Should your child wish to send Christmas cards to other children in their class and school, we can still make
this happen but in a COVID secure way.
There are two options. Your child can send one class (possibly even home-made) to the whole class and this
will be read out and displayed. OR if your child wishes to send individual cards then these must be sent
BEFORE 11th December (no cards will be accepted after this date) these will then be quarantined and sent
home at the end of the final week of term. Please do not lick envelopes to seal them.
Reception Performance
This year we are unable to invite parents into school to watch the Reception Nativity performance. However
we do intend for this to go ahead and we will film this for you and send a secure link for you to view and
enjoy at home.
For costumes, you may this year be asked to provide some items of clothing for your child to wear; these
should be sent in a bag to school with your child’s name (your class teacher will send more details and dates
nearer the time). These clothes will be kept on your child’s peg and will only be used by your child. If school
is providing the costume these will have been washed and placed in a bag for your child’s sole use.

St Mary's Church of

England Primary School

Address: Rushcroft Road, High Crompton, Shaw, Oldham, OL2 7PP
Tel: 0161 770 8309
E-mail: info@stmaryscecrompton.oldham.sch.uk
HEADTEACHER: Mrs P A Hartley BEd (Hons), NPQH

Website: www.stmaryscecrompton.oldham.sch.uk
DEPUTY HEAD: Mrs J Hardman BSc (Hons), QTS, NPQH

Year 1 Christmas Performances
This year pupils from Year 1 will perform festive actions to ‘I Sing Pop songs’. Pupils will be invited to come
to school on the day of the recording wearing their own party clothes (your class teacher will send more
details and dates nearer the time).
Year 2 Christmas Performances
As with the Reception Performance unfortunately we are unable to invite parents in to school; however pupils
will perform Snowman Band and this again will be filmed and shared with parents for you to enjoy.
Once again for costumes, you may this year be asked to provide some items of clothing for your child to
wear; these should be sent in a bag to school with your child’s name (your class teacher will send more details
and dates nearer the time). These clothes will be kept on your child’s peg and will only be used by the child.
If school is providing the costume these will have been washed and placed in a bag for your child’s sole use.
Community Performance
Unfortunately, due to COVID 19 we are unable to hold a Community Performance for members of the
community to enjoy. However, we do want to ensure that our older members of the community are
remembered and therefore some pupils will be making and sending cards (after being quarantined in school)
from all of us here at St Mary’s School.
Year 5 Carol Service and Musicians
Year 5 will continue to lead the school carol service. This again will be filmed. To
ensure we capture the spirit of the Carol service and capture the light and hope
that Christmas brings to us all, we have gained permission for this to be filmed in
St Mary’s Church.
The Oldham Music Service staff have also be working hard with the Brass and
Woodwind groups and we hope to film and incorporate some small ensembles and
duets into the carol service. These music performances will also be filmed inside
St Mary’s Church and then incorporated into the Y5 Carol Service. A link will be sent to all parents and the
film will be shown to all pupils simultaneously in school.
Carols Around The Tree
Traditionally staff and pupils gather around the school Christmas tree at the end of the final day of term to
sing carols. This has always been a very special end to the Christmas term. This clearly cannot happen this
year but we are working on an alternative school virtual gathering/ festive occasion.
Christmas Jumper Day
This will take place on Friday 11th December. Pupils are invited to wear their
own clothes and wear a Christmas Jumper for a donation of £1:00
which supports the Charity Save the Children – more information will
be sent to you.

St Mary's Church of

England Primary School

Address: Rushcroft Road, High Crompton, Shaw, Oldham, OL2 7PP
Tel: 0161 770 8309
E-mail: info@stmaryscecrompton.oldham.sch.uk
HEADTEACHER: Mrs P A Hartley BEd (Hons), NPQH

Website: www.stmaryscecrompton.oldham.sch.uk
DEPUTY HEAD: Mrs J Hardman BSc (Hons), QTS, NPQH

Christmas Dinner Day(s)
Christmas Dinner is going to be a challenge this year but we are offering a full hot traditional Christmas
Dinner to ALL our pupils. We are unable to accommodate all pupils to eat their Christmas Meal in the hall on
the same day in their bubbles. Therefore to allow all pupils to come into the hall for Christmas Dinner we will
serve Christmas Dinner over three days.
The proposed dates are:
• Tuesday 15th December for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2.
• Wednesday 16th December for Year 3 and Year 4 and
• Thursday 17th December for Year 5 and Year 6.
We do hope pupils choose to join us on their day the cost is £2.40.
Christmas Parties
Mon 14th December Infant Christmas Parties – Come to school in party clothes.
Tues 15th December Year 4 and Year 4 Christmas Parties – Come to school in party clothes.
Wed 16th December Year 5 and Year 6 Christmas Parties – Come to school in party clothes.

GOVERNOR NEWS:
We are delighted to welcome our two new parent governors to St Mary’s Governing Body. The newly elected
Parent Governors are Mrs Croston (pupils in Year 1 and Year 3) and Mrs Tracey (pupil in Year 2)
A full list of Governors can be found in school on the Governor notice board and will be fully updated on the
school website with each Governor’s linking role, once we have formally welcomed our two new Governors.

NEW RECEPTION APPLICATION TO SCHOOL SEPTEMBER 2021
You will need to complete an application using the online application system available on the Oldham
Council website
In addition, any parent wishing to apply for a Reception place at St. Mary’s CE Primary School MUST
complete a supplementary form (available from the school office or download from the school website).
If you don’t have access to the internet at home, there are computers in all Oldham’s libraries. You will need
an email address, but these are very easy to set up and staff will be happy to help.
Deadlines for making an application: Primary 15th January 2021
Unfortunately due to the current situation, we are unable to offer the usual face to face tours of our school.
Please visit the school website to view a selection of short videos of the different areas and classrooms in
school.
You
will
also
find
answers
to
some
frequently
asked
questions.
https://www.stmaryscecrompton.oldham.sch.uk/virtual-tour/
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SNOW POLICY:
I would like to take this opportunity to remind parents of the snow policy and arrangements for bad
weather - although hoping we will not have to implement. 
Snow Warnings: what school does
∗ The school's priority is our young people's safety
∗ All decisions are taken around this central concern.
∗ We monitor the weather forecast closely and take advice from many agencies.
During the winter, when bad weather can be expected, our first priority is to ensure that the school site is
safe and the surrounding roads are passable.
The paths are cleared and gritted, and for safety reasons we do not allow any form of snowballing.
If conditions deteriorate during the school day, or bad weather is forecast when pupils would be going home,
I may inform parents via the school website, twitter account or parentmail as noted below, that they can
collect their child from school early. Extra curricular activities may also be cancelled when the weather is
poor.
The actual timing depends on weather reports. Exceptionally, I may have to decide in advance to close the
school and would always try to use the best possible advice available.
Closing the school due to adverse weather is always a difficult decision to make and is only made in extreme
circumstances based on the following:
•
•
•
•
•

There are insufficient staff in school because of unexpected snow/weather conditions.
The weather makes it too dangerous for staff and children to travel to school.
The school grounds are too dangerous.
The heating/hot water is not working.
School dinners are not available due to any of the above reasons.

A decisions to close the school is made as soon as I am in receipt of all necessary information which then
allows/enables me to make an informed and considered decision.
Communication with parents
I am sure that you will appreciate that I cannot contact all parents individually.
Notices of early closure are posted immediately on the school website
(www.stmaryscecrompton.oldham.sch.uk) and sent as a message on twitter. We also send a message out on
Parentmail, although in high levels of demand this can often be slow. We also inform the Local Authority who
update their website and we also inform local media including local radio stations
http://apps1.oldham.gov.uk/SchoolClosures/Schools.aspx)

St Mary's Church of

England Primary School

Address: Rushcroft Road, High Crompton, Shaw, Oldham, OL2 7PP
Tel: 0161 770 8309
E-mail: info@stmaryscecrompton.oldham.sch.uk
HEADTEACHER: Mrs P A Hartley BEd (Hons), NPQH

Website: www.stmaryscecrompton.oldham.sch.uk
DEPUTY HEAD: Mrs J Hardman BSc (Hons), QTS, NPQH

IMPORTANT POINTS TO NOTE PLEASE!
Please do not rely on waiting for a parentmail message as the only means of communication, please check
all other sources including the school website. You can also check by telephoning school but this will only be
available AFTER 8am when a member of staff is able to answer calls.
Please do not reply to any text message as this congests the school phone lines.
I hope we will have a pleasant, mild winter, but as always we should be prepared.
SAFE PARKING
PLEASE park considerately for other drivers and pedestrians.
Even with the staggered start time and finish times there still remains a few issues with parking,
particularly near church causing obstruction on the road and pavement.
If someone else brings your child to school, eg child minders, grandparents, please ensure they are
aware of these issues.

WORSHIP/ASSEMBLIES:
On the 13th November we celebrated World Kindness Day. We talked about the many kind things which we
can do to show kindness, both in our school and our homes. I have been very impressed by the small acts I
have seen children doing ….I have watched a Year 1 pupil watering all our plants in school. In Reception, I saw
a pupil sharing and taking turns with the equipment. In Year 4, I saw a pupil helping
someone who had fallen over. In Year 6 I observed pupils participating and helping one
another with their learning tasks. This shows the wonderful school community St Mary’s
CE Primary School is.
On the 11th November we remembered those who fought and died for our freedom in
World War 1 and in all other wars and conflicts around the world. The whole school
reflected and respected on two minutes silence at 11 o’clock. In addition, Year 5 stood
outside of school to observe their silence and listen to the last post played beautifully by
Mr Meaden. We received many compliments about how respectful our pupils were – well
done to everyone !
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Last Week, we held a Friendship Week, revisiting our very clear and strong anti-bullying messages and also
reminding pupils what it means to be a good friend and have a good friend. Our friendship week gave us the
opportunity to consider how we can ensure that St Mary’s remains a friendly and welcoming school and how
we continue to show kindness and respect to each other, even when we have
differences or varied opinions.
We continue to think about Friendship and belonging to a community
(Koinonia) as our two Christian Values we are focusing on this term.

ST. MARY’S SUPPORT GROUP NEWS:
The winning numbers on the 150 club were 117, 33, 93, 96, 15, and 57. The next draw will be on Friday 27th
November. The next virtual Support Group Meeting will be on the Tuesday 12th January at 6:30pm, Mrs
Buckley will send a link closer to the date, and everyone is welcome.
Coin Challenge: Well done to all pupils for completing the first challenge so quickly ! All classes are now
racing to fill their second jar with a different treat in store for filled jars. Good Luck to everyone !
Christmas Raffle: There will be 3 Christmas Hampers to win containing Christmas goodies for adults and
children. Tickets will be sent home in book bags very soon and the winners drawn on the 18th December. All
tickets are £1:00
Can you help ? We are now part of Amazon Smile which means you can donate to us when you make any
purchase via Amazon just simply click on the link below. Look for St Mary’s Support Group (it will be a
Rochdale address) click the button and log in as usual. You will receive an e-mail to confirm you have set up on
Amazon Smile.
School will receive Amazon donates 0.5% of the net purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping
fees)
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/112634-0
Thank you for taking the time to read this month’s newsletter and for your continued support.
Kind regards,
P.A Hartley
Headteacher

