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March 2021 Newsletter

“Love one another as Jesus loved us” (John 13 v 34-35)
Jesus said, Love one another as I have loved you.
Through God’s love and our Christian Values we encourage each individual to love, respect and value
themselves and others.
We encourage and nurture the growth of every individual and their uniqueness so that all flourish
and become all that they can be and all that God made them to be
Dear Parents, Children & Friends,
Last week the country reflected on one year since we went into the first
lockdown on the 23rd March, 2020. Who would have thought that this
time last year we would still be living in these strange, challenging times?
As a school we have tried hard to embrace the challenges as they have
come and I do believe that amongst all of the uncertainty, worry and
frustrations of the past year, we have learnt a lot and adapted to new and different ways of thinking and
working, some of which we will keep, even when we come out of these times.
As always I would like to offer a huge thank you to parents for all your support through these difficult
and uncertain times. My thanks to all of our pupils, for their resilience during lockdown and the way in
which they have embraced the return to school – they have been amazing !
I am also incredibly proud of the way our staff have battled on, putting their own worries and concerns
aside to ensure they come to school each day to provide care and support for our children whether they
were in school or at home. There has been determination and a commitment to ‘well how can we do
it/make it work.’ So a huge thank you to the St Mary’s Team.
I know the staff and pupils are very much looking forward to the Easter break and looking forward to
the small ease of restrictions and the hope this may bring.

STAFFING:
At the end of this term we say goodbye to Mrs Holt who works in Year 1. Mrs Holt has worked at
St Mary’s for 22 years and has now taken the decision to retire to spend more time with her family and
new grandchild. Mrs Holt will be hugely missed and we thank her for all her hard work and the dedication
she has given to the school. I know you will join me in wishing her well in the new chapter of her life.
Mrs Hardman is making a slow but steady recovery. We hope to see her back in school in the not too
distant future. Mrs Barlow and Mrs Williams will continue to teach Year 2 and Mr Day will remain Acting
Deputy Headteacher for the Summer Term. I am sure you will join me in wishing Mrs Hardman our best
wishes.

In the summer term we welcome Miss Stanley a final Year BA student to St Mary’s School. Miss Stanley
will predominently work in Year 1 alongside our current staff.
RETURN TO NORMAL FULL SCHOOL UNIFORM:
As we return to school after the Easter Holidays we ask that pupils return in their full school uniform
every day. We will resume changing in school for PE so please send PE kits into school in their PE Bags.
The additional layer required in the winter months is no longer needed and pupils should return to
wearing their school jumper or cardigan.
WORSHIP:
We look forward to sharing our Easter Service with you very shortly. Year 4 will lead the
service with Mother Katy. The recording will be shown in school on Thursday 1st April and
a link will be sent out to all parents.
In our Worship we discuss and take time to reflect on different themes. These themes
link with our Christian values. As we return after Easter we will think and talk about
Truthfulness. Mother Katy continues to record worship for pupils to enjoy and
participate in school. We also are using links from our Groundbreakers Team and
Manchester Diocese. Celebration Worship will continue to be hosted via Teams, until guidance states that
we can return together for collective worship.
BATTLE OF THE BOOKS:
Congratulations to all of our pupils who have already completed the challenge of reading 12
books and book reviews during the spring term so far.
The pupils are:
• Abigail Murphy
• Isabelle Murphy
Please see our school website for their video recordings.
https://www.stmaryscecrompton.oldham.sch.uk/battle-of-the-books/
There are already more children who are close to having, completed the Reading Challenge. Awards will be
presented half-termly to pupils who complete the challenge set, so please keep on reading and enjoying
those books !
READING CHALLENGE:
Congratulations also to those pupils who achieved the 24 hour reading challenge:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Emilie Hall
Abigail Murphy
Isabelle Murphy
Sophia Wild
Gracie Ashworth
Isabella Croston
Matthew Prestwich
Evie Mayhew

BOOK AMNESTY – return of school books required urgently!
Now that children are back in school, please would you search your book cases at home and return any
school books– each class has a box where they can be quarantined.

STATUTORY TESTING:
As you may be aware the Government have postponed all Statutory testing for 2021. This includes KS 1
and KS2 SAT’s, Phonics Screening, Year 4 Multiplication Checks and the EYFS Profile. School will
continue to monitor and assess the progress of each pupil in school, in order that we can update parents
and the next class teacher or school.
SCHOOL LUNCHES:
After Easter we will return to the full school menu for the infant and junior pupils. The juniors will be
able to pre order their meals as these will still need to be eaten in the classrooms.
From the end of the Summer Term the Catering Staff will become part of the St Mary’s School Team as
we take over the provision of school lunches. We will be asking parents to complete a short questionnaire
aout school lunches and also asking the pupils for their views and preferences. This will allow us to build a
service that improves the quality of service currently on offer and hopefully reduce the ever increasing
costs of the school meals from the Local Authority.

ST. MARY’S SUPPORT GROUP NEWS AND EASTER ACTIVITIES:
Thank you to all those families who have already entered the Easter Egg
Trail around High Crompton. There are still trails available at the school
office at 1:00 per entry. All children who take part and return their entries
will receive an Easter Treat and three winners will be drawn from all the
correct entries received.
We look forward to hosting our Sponsored Egg and Spoon Race, raising
money for additional resources and having some Easter Fun.
The next draw for the 150 club will be on Thursday 1st April.
We still have a few spare numbers for the 150 club. If you would like a number please see Gill Buckley or
any member of the Support Group or ask at the School Office.

REPORTING COVID 19:
Please note, should your child or a member of your household test positive for Covid 19 over the holiday
please email on info@stmaryscecrompton.oldham.sch.uk. Please state who has tested positive, name, date
of birth and postcode. The date on which the test was taken and the onset date of their illness if there
are symptoms.
This will be monitored over the break and we will contact parents if any Test and Trace issues occur.
Testing for Households and Bubbles of School Pupils Whole families and households with primary school,
secondary school and college age children, including childcare and support bubbles are eligible for home
Covid testing. For a limited period there is a collection point at The Honeywell Centre, Southgate Street
and Peel Street Centre car park, open from 1:30pm-7pm. Please check the Oldham website for the most
up to date information before attending
https://www.oldham.gov.uk/info/201170/coronavirus/2557/coronavirus_testing/2

HAPPY EASTER
We hope the children have enjoyed being back in school these last three weeks. They
have settled in well and worked really hard. We look forward to seeing everyone back in
school on Monday 19th April and wish you a relaxing Easter Break.

CRICKET:
SHAW CRICKET CLUB:
Is there a boy or girl aged between 7 and 11years old in your family who would like to learn to play
cricket this summer?
Shaw Cricket Club are running our outdoor practice sessions at our ground HOLEBOTTOM CLOUGH, off
MARK LANE, SHAW OL2 8QL starting FRIDAY 9thAPRIL . 6pm-8.00pm for U7’s-u13’s.
Their team of fully qualified coaches will run the weekly sessions all summer up to September.
Sessions will be run in line with government advice/guidelines to stop the spread of COVID.
If your child has never been before or not sure if it’s up their street they can even try the 1st session
for FREE!
These sessions are increasingly popular with children of all ages. There are also competitive fixtures
against other local clubs.
This is a great age to start playing cricket and your child will make many new friends and have lots of fun
and healthy outdoor exercise whilst learning lots of new skills.
For more information contact Gareth Harrop on 07710 524451. There will also be information on their
FACEBOOK page search Shaw cricket club
CROMPTON CRICKET CLUB:

Kind Regards,
P.A Hartley
Headteacher

