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Newsletter November 2021

“Love one another as Jesus loved us” (John 13 v 34-35)
Jesus said, Love one another as I have loved you.
Through God’s love and our Christian Values we encourage each individual to love, respect and value
themselves and others.
We encourage and nurture the growth of every individual and their uniqueness so that all flourish and
become all that they can be and all that God made them to be.

Dear Parents, Children & Friends,
NEW RECEPTION APPLICATION TO SCHOOL SEPTEMBER 2022
If you have a son or daughter who is looking for a Reception place in September 2022, then information
about how to apply to schools is available.
You will need to complete an application using the online application system available on the Oldham
Council website www.oldham.gov.uk/admissions It’s quick and easy and means you get the school
offer directly via email. You can find more information, a guide, and links to school websites here too. The
online system opened on 1 September 2021.
In addition, any parent wishing to apply for a Reception place at St. Mary’s CE Primary School MUST
complete a supplementary form (available from the school office or download from the school website).
If you don’t have access to the internet at home, there are computers in all Oldham’s libraries. You will need
an email address, but these are very easy to set up and staff will be happy to help.

Deadlines for making an application: Primary 15th January 2022 at 5pm
At St Mary’s we are offering the face to face tours of our school by appointment. Alternatively, please visit
the school website to view a selection of short videos of the different areas and classrooms in school. You
will also find answers to some frequently asked questions.
https://www.stmaryscecrompton.oldham.sch.uk/virtual-tour/
If you have any further queries, regarding admissions, please do not hesitate to contact the school office.
CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS FOR 2021
We appreciate that Christmas is such a special time and it is the little bit of happiness, hope and
excitement we are excited about and looking forward to, at a time of continuing challenge.
This year we are hopeful that we can include parents more in our Christmas events but of course
we must continue to do this with caution and with some precautionary measures in place.
Here are the plans so far, but please be aware these are subject to change.
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Christmas Cards
Should your child wish to send Christmas cards to other children in their class and school, this can continue
as usual. A post box will be placed in the hall and our Year 6 post people will deliver these to classes. The
post box will be available from Thursday 2nd December 2021. Please do not lick envelopes to seal them.
Reception Performance
Wednesday 8th December at 2pm
Thursday 9th December at 2pm
This year we are inviting parents into school to watch the Reception Nativity performance. The performance
will be Reception pupils only and not the other infant classes as in previous years. Tickets will be available
from the school office shortly with a maximum of 2 tickets per child per performance. There will be a
strict capacity limit of 60 adults at any performance. Adults will be asked to hand sanitise on entry
into school face coverings are optional. Please ensure you complete a LFT before coming to any
performance and please do not attend if you have any Covid symptoms. We ask this in the interest of all
the community so we do not have an outbreak before the Christmas holidays and celebrations.
For costumes, you may this year be asked to provide some items of clothing for your child to wear; these
should be sent in a bag to school with your child’s name (your class teacher will send more details and dates
nearer the time). These clothes will be kept on your child’s peg and will only be used by your child. If school
is providing the costume these will have been washed and placed in a bag for your child’s sole use.
Year 1 and Year 2 Christmas Performances
Tuesday 7th December at 2pm
Thursday 9th December at 9:45am
As with the Reception Performance we are inviting parents into school to watch the pupils perform their
Christmas play.
Tickets will be available from the school office shortly with a maximum of 2 tickets per child these can
either be two at one performance OR one at each performance. There will be a strict capacity limit of
60 adults at any performance and will be allocated on a first come first served basis. There are
enough tickets so that every family can have 2 each but if you have a preference of a day and a time
please return your request promptly. Adults will be asked to hand sanitise on entry into school face
coverings are optional. Please ensure you complete a LFT before coming to any performance and please
do not attend if you have any Covid symptoms. We ask this in the interest of all the community so we do
not have an outbreak before the Christmas holidays and celebrations.
Once again for costumes, you may this year be asked to provide some items of clothing for your child to
wear; these should be sent in a bag to school with your child’s name (your class teacher will send more details
and dates nearer the time). These clothes will be kept on your child’s peg and will only be used by the child.
If school is providing the costume these will have been washed and placed in a bag for your child’s sole use.
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Community Performance
Unfortunately, due to COVID 19 we are unable to hold a Community Performance for members of the
community to enjoy. However, we do want to ensure that our older members of the community are
remembered and therefore some pupils will be making and sending Christmas decorations to hang on your
trees from all of us here at St Mary’s School.
Year 5 Carol Service and Musicians
Year 5 will continue to lead the school carol service. We are hoping that we will be
able to open this to the parents and the community. Year 5 parents will be
prioritised if we have to limit numbers but we are hopeful that we will be able to
allow all who want to come to be able to attend. There will be no refreshments
served or to be consumed in church. Face coverings will be requested to be worn
(in line with current requests in church) hand sanitising and once again please
ensure you complete a LFT before coming to any performance and please do
not attend if you have any Covid symptoms
The Oldham Music Service staff have also be working hard with the Brass and Woodwind groups and we hope
these groups will be able to perform alongside our school choir.
Carols Around The Tree
Traditionally staff and pupils gather around the school Christmas tree at the end of the final day of term to
sing carols. This has always been a very special end to the Christmas term and we look forward to being able
to reinstate this once again this year.
Christmas Jumper Day
This will take place on Friday 10th December. Pupils are invited to wear their
own clothes and wear a Christmas Jumper for a donation of £1:00 which
supports the Charity Save the Children – more information will be sent to you.
Christmas Dinner Day(s)
Christmas Dinner is planned for Wed 15th December this year where we are offering a full hot traditional
Christmas Dinner to ALL our pupils. Please look for a letter asking if you wish your child to have a Christmas
dinner on this day. If your child is currently on packed lunch there will be no requirement to pre order on the
app for this meal – just send in payment of £2.40 together with the Christmas dinner slip.
Christmas Parties
Mon 13th December Infant Christmas Parties – Come to school in party clothes.
Tues 14th December Junior Christmas Parties – Come to school in party clothes.
GOVERNOR NEWS:
At the recent Parent Governor Election Mrs Sanderson was re-appointed and we welcome her back to St
Mary’s Governing Body.
A full list of Governors can be found in school on the Governor notice board and on the school website with
each Governor’s linking role.
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WORSHIP/ASSEMBLIES:
This week we have been thinking about Friendship Week and how we are all special, different and unique and
all of us are God’s children. Children have been amazing with their acts of kindness with one pupils writing
kindness and friendship letters to his friends. Others offering random acts of kindness. It has been a
pleasure to hand out so many kindness tokens this week. This reflects the school ethos and the wonderful
school community we enjoy and nurture here at St Mary’s CE Primary School. Of course kindness and
friendship is not just one week of the year and therefore we will continue with our kindness tokens and
celebrating these acts in school. Today pupils have come to school in their odd socks to remind us of that we
are all different and that this is okay.

On the 11th November we remembered those who fought and died for our freedom in
World War 1 and in all other wars and conflicts around the world. The whole school
reflected and respected on two minutes silence at 11 o’clock. In addition, a group of
pupils stood outside of school to listen to readings and prayers from Father Matt and
observe their silence and listen to the last post played beautifully by Mr Meaden. We
received many compliments about how respectful our pupils were – well done to everyone!

ST. MARY’S SUPPORT GROUP NEWS:
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The winning numbers on the 150 club were 114, 62, 81, 28, 29, and 106. The next draw will be on Friday 26th
November. The next virtual Support Group Meeting will be on the Tuesday 23rd November at 6:30pm, Mrs
Buckley will send a link closer to the date, and everyone is welcome to join the meeting.
Coin Challenge: At the School Council’s request the coin jars have returned. Please continue to send in any
loose change and we will reward classes as their jar becomes full. All monies raised from these events go
straight back into additional school resources.
Well done to all pupils for completing the first challenge so quickly! All classes are now racing to fill their
second jar with a different treat in store for filled jars. Good Luck to everyone!
Christmas Raffle: There will be 3 Christmas Hampers to win containing Christmas goodies for adults and
children. Tickets will be sent home in book bags very soon and the winners drawn on the 16th December. All
tickets are £1:00
Thank you: Every year the Parent Support Group funds the transport costs to the Pantomime. This helps to
keep the costs down for parents at an expensive time of year.
SNOW POLICY:
I would like to take this opportunity to remind parents of the snow policy and arrangements for bad
weather - although hoping we will not have to implement. 
Snow Warnings: what the school does
∗ The school's priority is our young people's safety
∗ All decisions are taken around this central concern.
∗ We monitor the weather forecast closely and take advice from many agencies.
During the winter, when bad weather can be expected, our first priority is to ensure that the school site is
safe and the surrounding roads are passable.
The paths are cleared and gritted, and for safety reasons we do not allow any form of snowballing.
If conditions deteriorate during the school day, or bad weather is forecast when pupils would be going home,
I may inform parents via the school website, twitter account or parentmail as noted below, that they can
collect their child from school early. Extra curricular activities may also be cancelled when the weather is
poor.
The actual timing depends on weather reports. Exceptionally, I may have to decide in advance to close the
school and would always try to use the best possible advice available.
Closing the school due to adverse weather is always a difficult decision to make and is only made in extreme
circumstances based on the following:
•

There are insufficient staff in school because of unexpected snow/weather conditions.
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The weather makes it too dangerous for staff and children to travel to school.
The school grounds are too dangerous.
The heating/hot water is not working.
School dinners are not available due to any of the above reasons.

A decisions to close the school is made as soon as I am in receipt of all necessary information which then
allows/enables me to make an informed and considered decision.
Communication with parents
I am sure that you will appreciate that I cannot contact all parents individually.
Notices of early closure are posted immediately on the school website
(www.stmaryscecrompton.oldham.sch.uk) and sent as a message on twitter. We also send a message out on
Parentmail, although in high levels of demand this can often be slow. We also inform the Local Authority who
update their website and we also inform local media including local radio stations
http://apps1.oldham.gov.uk/SchoolClosures/Schools.aspx)

IMPORTANT POINTS TO NOTE PLEASE!
Please do not rely on waiting for a parentmail message as the only means of communication, please check
all other sources including the school website. You can also check by telephoning school but this will only be
available AFTER 8am when a member of staff is able to answer calls.
Please do not reply to any text message as this congests the school phone lines.
I hope we will have a pleasant, mild winter, but as always we should be prepared.
A polite reminder that school closes for the Christmas holiday on THURSDAY 16th December and
Re opens on TUESDAY 4th January.

Thank you for taking the time to read this month’s newsletter and for your continued support.

Kind regards,
P.A Hartley
Headteacher

