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March 2022 Newsletter

“Love one another as Jesus loved us” (John 13 v 34-35)
Jesus said, Love one another as I have loved you.
Through God’s love and our Christian Values, we encourage each individual to love, respect and value
themselves and others.
We encourage and nurture the growth of every individual and their uniqueness so that all flourish
and become all that they can be and all that God made them to be
Dear Parents, Children & Friends,

EXPERIENCE CHURCH:
Last week pupils from Year Two to Year Six spent time at St Mary’s Church, to participate in the
‘Experience Church’ event. This allowed them to reflect, discuss and learn about the importance of the
different parts of the Church and the role that they play in the life of the Church. The children
discovered that the stained glass windows depicted stories from the bible and enjoyed designing their
own stained glass windows as a candle holder to reflect that ‘Jesus is the Light of the World.’ They also
created origami birds, in which they folded their worries, and flew them away. The children considered
the Christian values and the value of what we can bring to the Church and take away into the wider world.
Our sincere thanks to all the adults who gave up their time to plan and run the Experience Day.

Please go to our school website for further images from the day.
https://www.stmaryscecrompton.oldham.sch.uk/category/experience-days/
EASTER SERVICE:
We look forward to sharing our Easter Service with you very shortly. Year 4 will lead the
service with Father Paul on Friday 8th April at 9:30am.
All parents, grandparents and Governors are invited to join us for our service. Church
will be open for parents from 9:00am and a small selection of refreshments will be
available.
In order to keep everyone safe and enjoy the Easter holidays please do not attend
if you are unwell in any way and please continue to hand sanitise on arrival. Masks are not
mandatory but the church still welcomes adults to wear a mask.

WORSHIP
In our Worship, we discuss and take time to reflect on different themes. These themes link with our
Christian values. This term we have been thinking about creation and this has generated many
opportunities for awe and wonder with our children. Next half term we will focus upon
Generosity. Mother Katy and Father Paul continue to lead worship each Tuesday. We have also
been extremely fortunate that Mother Katy and Father Paul have been able to lead a spiritual
circle time with each class. This has been a long tradition at St Mary’s and it is wonderful to
dedicate this time for pupils to experience this quiet time of reflection. This term the focus has
been on peace. A huge thank you to Mother Katy and Father Paul for their support and time given to our
pupils.
STAFFING:
At the end of this term, we say goodbye to Mrs Barlow from Year 2. Mrs Barlow has worked at
St Mary’s for 6 years and has now taken the decision to have a change in the direction of her career and
focus more upon pastoral support for children and counselling. Mrs Barlow will be hugely missed and we
thank her for all her hard work and the dedication she has given to the school. I know you will join me in
wishing her well in her new career.
I and the Governors have started a recruitment process. Mrs Hardman will remain in Year 2 supported by
Mrs Riley and Mrs Adams and our final year student Miss Curley.

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENTS
The Department for Education intends on going ahead with external assessments for 2022. These take
place in the Summer term. Assessments have been cancelled for the last two years due to COVID-19.
External assessments refer to Phonics in Yr1, Phonics resits in Yr2, Times Table Check in Yr4, SATs in
Yr2 and SATs in Yr6. Please be assured that they are carried out in a safe and supportive environment so
that children see the assessments as similar to those activities they are familiar with in class. We are
keen to reduce unnecessary pressure on our children.
Year Six SATS are a more formal series of test papers, however school staff are able to make
reasonable adjustments in line with the guidance to meet specific children’s needs to ensure that
children are able to do as well as they can. This year’s Y6 SATs are due to take place week commencing
9th May 2022. We will have more details nearer the time. Please make every effort to avoid booking any
holidays or appointments during this period.

AUTHOR IN SCHOOL
We are lucky to be having an author called Sean Perkins visit school on
Friday. He will be hosting a short assembly and workshops with our Key
Stage 1 pupils, in order to promote that love of reading which we hope to
instil in all our children.

SCIENCE WEEK
This week is National Science Week. Each class will take a closer look at
famous scientists and explore what type of scientist they may be. Year 3
have already started their week with a visit from one of our parents who is
a sports physio who explained facts and key information about the skeletal
system and even brought Bony Jack
along with him …

… Whilst Year 2 are extremely excited as they eagerly await their
chicks to hatch ….. they are on a daily count down. Keep checking
Twitter as we will post pictures of their arrival at St Mary’s.

WORLD MATHS DAY
On Wednesday 23rd March we will celebrate World Maths Day. Each class
will take part in a range of maths activities throughout the day including
completing 60-second online games. We hope to foster a love of and
enjoyment of maths with fun and exciting activities.

CITIZENSHIP CHALLENGE
We have been overwhelmed by the positive response to the School Council’s launch of their Citizenship
Challenge. The aim is to encourage and nurture our pupils to leave St Mary’s School with strong values
which foster kindness, thoughtfulness and care for the world in which we live.
Each week the School Council have set a new challenge which so far has included:
• Clean something in the home
• Send a postcard or letter to bring joy and a smile to someone
• This week the challenge is to exercise and encourage someone else to join you
All successful challenges are celebrated each Friday in Worship and the response from pupils has been
amazing, St Mary’s pupils and their families are helping to make this world a better place, changing the
world one car wash at a time



Please continue to ask your child about the next challenge – they will always be announced on a Friday !

SOCIAL MEDIA:
Due to the rising popularity of social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, social media
websites are being used increasingly to air grievances and complaints about schools, staff members and
individuals – adults and children alike.
Sadly, St Mary’s CE Primary School is no different and I am increasingly being made aware of postings about
school matters that are taking place on these social media sites. Quite often this is the first time school is
made aware of a concern, issue or complaint, as it has not been raised with any staff members or myself in
school.
From a School’s perspective, the use of social media websites being used in this way is inappropriate,
unhelpful and most definitely not in the best interests of the children or whole school community and issues
most certainly cannot, nor will not be resolved through this approach.
A further concern is the example we are setting our young people in how to resolve concerns whether it be
with an institution or an individual. The internet and social media sites is a place where young people and
adults can act in a way or say things that ordinarily would not be said or done in a face-to-face conversation.
The anonymity or the ability to hurt others without being physically present or witnessing the consequences
can reduce a person’s inhibitions and decision-making. This can be made worse by the instantaneous naturejust one click and a message is in the public domain and highly likely irretrievable !
With the above in mind, I politely request that any concerns you may have regarding school matters are made
through the appropriate channels, by speaking to the Class Teacher and/or the Headteacher. This allows all
parties the opportunity to be in full possession of the facts and resolves the concerns fairly, appropriately
and effectively for all concerned. It will also enable us to lead by example for our young people who are
growing up in a world where there are new and ever-changing technologies.
EGG COMPETITION
In response to pupils’ request the Decorated Egg Competition is returning after two years, we have been
unable to hold this event due to COVID 19. For those families new to this, pupils are invited to use their
creative talents and produce a novel Easter Egg design and bring them into school on Thursday 7th April.
There will be 2 winners from each class with prizes donated by St Mary’s Support Group.
Below are some images from the last time we held this event

GIRLS’ FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT
A huge congratulations to our Girls’ Football Team. The
girls from Year 4 to Year 6 played against a number of
schools from the local area in a girls’ football tournamnet
hosted by Crompton House School. The team played
brilliantly winning all their games up to the final and then
securing a 1:1 draw with East Crompton St James’ in the
final. The two schools agreed to share the winners’ trophy
and all girls received a medal. Well done to all the players
we are very proud of you all !

ST. MARY’S SUPPORT GROUP NEWS:
A huge thank you to all families for supporting the Sponsored Pancake event. You raised £1474.
In June 2019 the funds raised by parents, alongside a Government grant, transformed our Early Years
outside Learning Environment. Without such fund raising, projects such as this would not be able to take
place.
Since this project Covid 19 has significantly reduced any fund raising
opportunities and so the Parent Support Group are currently trying to re
build funds ready for the next investment which will focus upon updating
and increasing ICT equipment and also providing funds to replace more of
our home reading books in school.
In addition, this year the Support Group have already subsidised the school
pantomime by £1000 (this paid for all the school transport) and also a
further £1000 for the upkeep of the trim trail ensuring our children can
continue to enjoy and use this popular piece of play equipment.
.

The next draw for the 150 club will be on Friday 8th April which will include the Bonus Draw of £500
We still have a few spare numbers for the 150 club. If you would like a number please see Gill Buckley or
any member of the Support Group or ask at the School Office.

We Pray for Peace in Ukraine
God of strength and peace,
Send your blessing to the people of Ukraine.
Sustain them in their struggles,
Hold them in their fear,
Protect them from all danger,
And be for them the hope they desire.
For Jesus Christ’s sake,
Amen

Kind Regards,
P.A Hartley
Headteacher

